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Children of deceased veterans planning to 
attend school or college this fall under the new 
"War Orphans" Education Law, P.L. 634, are urged 
by the Veterans Administration to file their appli- 


all VA offices. 


World War I, World War II, or the Korean Conflict 


instances. 


training. 


VA payments begin. 
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"War Orphans" May Apply 
For Educational Benefits 
° ’ Now Under New Federal Law 
cations as soon as possible in order to avoid unnecessary delays in receiving 
their first monthly allowance check. Application forms are now available at 

Those eligible for schooling are young men and women whose veteran- 
parent died of injuries or diseases resulting from military service during 

- Students generally must 
be between 18 and 23 years old; however, children will be permitted to begin 
school before their 18th birthday and to finish after their 23rd in some = 

schooling. If so, the VA will issue a "provisional approval." (2) the VA will 


Prompt action is needed, the VA explains, because normally it will take 
about three months from the date of application to the date the initial allow- 
ance check is placed in the mail. Thus, in the case of persons who apply now, 
the earliest that the VA could mail out checks would be mid-November. When the 
first checks do arrive, however, they will cover the entire period during which 
the students were in school after October 1, the beginning date on which the law 
authorizes payments to be made. Thereafter, checks will be mailed regularly to 
cover each month the student is in school. The money usually will be sent to 
the student's parent or guardian, rather than to the student himself 

The three-month delay between application and receipt of the first check 
is necessary because of the processes required by the law, the VA says. Here is 
the procedure involved: (1) After the application is filed by the parent or 
guardian at the nearest VA regional office, the VA must check its records to make 
certain that the young man or woman meets basic eligibility requirements for 


schedule vocational counseling to help the applicant, together with his living 
parent or guardian, to plan a program of education best suited to his aptitudes, 
abilities and interests. Also, the parent or guardian, with the help of VA 
counselors, must work out an "educational plan" showing the student's goal, his 
program of education, what school or schools he plans to attend and the estimated 
cost. Only after this plan is submitted may VA give its final approval for the 


Even after the student enrolls in school, he cannot expect his Government 
check immediately. The law calls for payments to be made some time after the end 
of each month of training completed. After the month has ended, the student and 
his school must submit a certification to VA stating that he has been in attendance 
all month. The law, then, allows the VA up to 20 days after receipt of the certi- 
fication to get the student's check in the mail. The entire process, the VA says, 
takes roughly three months. The earlier that applications are filed, the sooner 


For young men and women who want to begin fall terms at school before re- 
ceiving VA's final approval of their courses, the VA suggests that they enroll in 
school courses that have been State-approved for Korean veterans under the Korean 
GI Bill. Any VA regional office can inform a student whether the course he has 
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chosen is Gl-approved. The law specifies that school courses approved for Korean 
veterans also are approved for students enrolled under the War Orphans Education 
program. It is advisable, however, that they receive VA vocational counseling be- 
fore they enroll. In this way they will have assurance that their course will 
best prepare them for their future careers. 

More than 150,000 children of deceased veterans are expected to be eligible 
for Government grants to further their education, under this new law recently 
signed by the President. 

Education may be taken in colleges and universities, as well as below- 
college-level schools. But regular high school training isn't included in the 
new law, and below-college-level courses must equip students for definite voca- 
tional objectives. Certain types of training are not allowed. 

Government allowances of $110 a month are paid to students if attending 
full-time; $80 for three-quarter time, and $50 for half-time training. The rate 
for "co-op" courses, alternating schooling and actual experience on a related job, 
is $90 a month. 

Students will be allowed up to 36 months of training. The time will be 
reduced by any Korean GI Bill or Public Law 894 vocational rehabilitation train- 
ing they might have received, as Korean veterans. 

The new law also suotides for special restorative training for children 
with physical or mental disabilities which would hinder pursuit of a regular pro- 
gram of education. This training would be in the nature of speech and voice 
correction, lip reading, and braille reading and writing, one-handed typewriting, 
personal adjustment training and the like. The Government allowance for the 
special restorative training is $110 a month, but it may be increased if not suf- 
ficient to meet the cost of fees and tuition. 

The purpose of the program, as stated in the law, is to provide "opportuni- 
ties for education to children whose education would otherwise be impeded or inter- 
rupted by reason of the death of a parent from a disease or injury incurred or 
aggravated in the Armed Forces... and to aid such children in attaining the edu- 
cational status which they might normally have aspired to and obtained but for the 
death of such parent." 

In broad outline, VA points out, the children's scholarship program follows 
the structure of the Korean GI Bill for Korean veterans, except for the fact that 
no additional amounts are provided for the student's own dependents, if any. 

Vocational Rehabilitation and Education Transmittal Sheet No. 144, dated 
August 17, 1956, which contains the first regulations to implement the provisions 
of Public Law 634, S4th Congress, "The ‘War Orphans' Educational Assistance Act 
of 1956," is now being distributed to educational institutions. 

"Questions and Answers on The War Orphans Education Program," a helpful and 
informative pamphlet, is available at all VA offices. Some of the more pertinent 
questions and answers contained in this pamphlet are as follows: 


Q -- Under what conditions must the veteran's death have occurred. 
in order for his son or daughter to be eligible for schooling? 


A -- The veteran must have died of a disease or injury incurred or 
aggravated in line of duty in active military service. Further, 
if death occurred after military service, the veteran must have 
been discharged under other-than-dishonorable conditions. 


Q -- Is it possible for a person to start school before age 187 


A -- Yes, if he has quit or graduated from high school, is above the 
age of compulsory school attendance in his State, and VA finds 
it would be in his best interest to commence training before he 
reaches age 18. 
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Q -- What are the conditions under which schooling may continue beyond 
age 237 


A -- There are three: (1) if the person passed his 18th birthday (but 
not his 23rd) when the law went in effect; (2) if he was eligible 
for schooling, but served in the armed forces before age 23; 
(3) if the veteran-parent dies after his son or daughter is 18 
but not yet 23. 


Q -- In those cases, how far beyond age 23 can the young man or 
woman attend school? 


A -- Under (1) above, to Jume 29, 1961. Under (2) above, to five 
years from the date of his discharge. Under (3) above, to 
five years from the death of his parent. In no event may 
schooling extend beyond his 3lst birthday. 


Q -- Are there any courses not allowed? 


A -- Courses in bartending, dancing and personality development are 
prohibited by the law. Also flight training is prohibited, 
unless it's part of a standard college course for which credit 
is-given toward a degree. 


Q -- Are there any other types of training not permitted? 


A -- The law does not permit on-the-job training, on-the-farm 
training, correspondence school training, training given by 
radio or television, and training in foreign countries. 


Q -- Is schooling allowed on less than half-time basis? 


A -- No payments may be made if students are attending school less 
than half-time. 


Q -- If a student has any sort of scholarship paid for by the United 
States -- such as one granted by the Atomic Energy Commission -- 
may he also draw monthly allowances under this education program? 


A -- No. The monthly allowances would constitute a duplication of 
benefits paid from the Federal Treasury. Such duplication is 


not allowed. 
Preliminary programs for the Council's 39th Preliminary Programs For 
Annual Meeting, to be held on October 11 and 12 at Annual Meeting Now Ready 


the Palmer House in Chicago, will be mailed within 

a few days to the heads of institutional members, executive officers of organiza- 
tion members, and official delegates of constituent member organizations. Reply 
cards will be enclosed requesting information as to the person or persons who will 
attend the meeting as representatives of the member institutions and organizations. 
: Prompt return of the cards will help the Council staff in completing arrangements. 


As has been previously announced, the Palmer House recommends that room 
reservations for the meeting be made not later than September 15. Requests should 
be sent to E. M. Langford, Reservation Manager, Palmer House, Chicago, Illinois. 

The hotel is reserving a block of rooms for persons attending the meeting, but rooms 
not reserved by Council delegates will be opened to reservation by the general public 
two weeks before the date of the meeting. 
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Student Aid Report A comprehensive report entitled, "Federal Aid to Stu- 
Issued By Committee dents for Higher Education," prepared by Charles A. 


Quattlebaum, specialist in education for the Legislative 
Reference Service of the Library of Congress, was recently published. Single 
copies will be available free upon request from the Committee on Education and 
Labor of the House of Representatives as long as the supply lasts. 

This document of 191 pages includes a large amount of detailed information 
concerning the development of Federal policies in higher education, proposed 
Federal programs and related statements, studies by governmental and nongovern- 
mental agencies, and programs of student aid now operated by the Federal Govern- 
ment, by state governments, and by foreign governments. For those interested in 
the general problem of Federal scholarships, this report is an excellent companion 
volume to the Council's publication, "Background for a National Scholarship Policy," 
edited by Dr. Elmer D. West. 


Minor Amendment H.R. 4127, "a bill to exempt courses leading to standard 
To PL 550 Approved college degrees offered by nonprofit educational institutions 


of higher learning from the provisions of section 227 of the 
Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 prohibiting the enrollment of eligible 
veterans under that Act when such courses have been in operation for less than two 
years," was passed by the Senate on July 23 and, when signed by the President, be- 
came P.L. 847. The Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the 
Federal Government approved this bill at its June 15 meeting. 


Plans Under Way For A conference called by the Council for Financial Aid to 
Advertising Campaign Education on July 19-20 brought together 40 representatives of 


education, business, and foundations. President Adams of the 
Council was in attendance. 

Discussion largely centered on ways of developing local action programs of 
publicity and fund-raising to follow up and capitalize on the national advertising 
campaign. (See this Bulletin, Volume V, No. 18.) Wilson Compton, president of the 
Council for Financial Aid to Education, said that details of the campaign still re- 
main to be worked out by the council staff and a special task force to be enlisted 
by the Advertising Council, and that it is hoped that the campaign will be fully 
under way early in 1957. 
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